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Photo No. 1—Group of old Sunburst Wheels restored by Dr. H. C. Hoyt 
ot Circus Hall of Fame. 


~ Photo by Dr. H. C Hoyt 
Photo No. 2—Cage Wagon built from old Ringling-Rarnum No. 110 
light plant. No. 74 cage on right. 
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Hall of Fame Report 


BY JOSEPH T. BRADBURY 


From the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota Dr. H. C. 
Hoyt, the genial curator, who is affectionally called by 
his friends, ‘‘Doc,’’ sends the following report on the 
current situation at the Hall of Fame. 


The Hall of Fame has been kept open continuously 
this winter. A special evening affair was held in December 
with city officials, motel, and hotel officials, and stock- 
holders in attendance in which the new acts performed. 
A good crowd was on hand and the new acts were well 
received. 


Currently there are four tours and four performances 
a day. Acts performing include The Montons and Carmen 
Rosita, doing single and double trapeeze, wire walking 
and novelty balancing act. Paul and Anna Fritz work three 
chimps (owned by the Hall of Fame) and a dog in an act 
that is always good. Ivanhoy works in a comedy horizontal 
bar act. Weldy’s bear act with four bears worked by a 
young lady complete the show. Clowns include Coco, Victor, 
and Bobo, from the Mills Bros. Circus, and George Weedon, 
also of the Mills show, is at the Hammond organ. 


Several changes in layout have taken place recently. 
The first bay in the Bradna building has been rearranged 
for the ‘‘Awordees’’ os elected by the speciol committee. 
All awardees will be shown in 1]x14 photos and a 
biogrophical sketch is included in sateen lined cases. The 
exhibit cases will be roped off with plush rope ond brass 
standards to give distinction to the room. 


The wood carving exhibit has been changed to include 
about 20 of the redecorated sunburst wheels and the parade 
bay has been changed to include the Wally Smith miniature 
circus layout which includes a ‘’cut away” big top with 
performers inside. 


The West building where the wagons are located has 
been arranged with a picture gallery of wagons and old 
parade pictures. All photos are 11 x 14 and include many 
rare pictures of the old time parade vehicles. 


The connection between the East building and arena 
has been set up with a set of pictures named Circus Vign- 
ette of Yesteryear. A new work shop has also been estob- 
lished here. 


Many new photos have been odded to the picture 
exhibit. All are now standardized in 11x14 and have 
been greatly improved by the addition of gold lettered 
captions which are easily read, brief, and to the point. 


Restored carvings now include Columbia, An_ Indian 
Girl, and Dancing Girl, from the old Ringling Bros. United 
States Bandwagon, and soon to be added is an Indian Boy 
with bow and arrow. Two half busts of Ubangis, bust of 
Alfredo Codona and others are now complete and soon to 
be completed is a model of Ringling’s first wagon which 
will be placed along side a model of the seat wagons in 
the glass case. 


Major restorations of old circus vehicles recently com- 
pleted include the following as depicted by the numbered 
illustrations. 


Photo No. 1 shows the display of some 30 sunburst 
wheels recently restored by Doc Hoyt. The wheels have 
been moved indoors of course. The display is said to be 
the largest collection of authentic circus wagon wheels 
anywhere, and came from such collectors as Col. B. J. 
Palmer, who also donated the Two Hemispheres Band- 
wagon to the Hall of Fame, from Dr. H. C. Hoyt, an old 
time ‘‘Wheelrite striker’ in his early days, and from 
others. Some wheels were rebuilt from parts obtained at 
Ringling-Barnum quarters in Sarasota. Several wheels were 
without tires and this constituted a problem since no 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Photo No. 3—Dr. H. C_ Hoyt, Curator, Circus Hall of Fame standing 
beside old circus chariot he recently restored 
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Photo No. 4—"'Italian Caravan, 
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The Famous Lowande Family 
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the title of Lowande were well known in 
South and Central America, the West 
Indies and parts of the United States 


One of the third Oscar 
lowande, Jr., is now retired from riding 
and lives in West L Angele Califor 
nia. Mr. Lowande was literally born 
the busine recalling tha } 
traveled variou circuses 
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Photo No. 1——The Lowande troupe on Adam 
Forepaugh & Sells Bros., 1902. Driving, Stella 
Lowande; Standing, Oscar and Martinho Low- 
onde; Somersaulting from shoulder to shoulder 
John Correia, Jr. 
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Photo No. 2—Probably taken on same show 
note one corner of uncovered parade wagon. 
Driver, Stella, wife of Martinho. The other 
women Mamic, wife of Oscar and Marietta 
Lowande, wife of J. Correia, Sr. Standing on 
the shoulders of Oscar is Martinho Lowande. 
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In 1869 the inde name appeared 
Denver, Colorad 
tello in advertising his show for 
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senting for the first 
ft Alexander 
Martino Lowande 
Natila Lowande 


first marriage three daughter 
were born. None followed in the profes 
sion. Those appearing at Denver 
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June 

special 
time in America the family 
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Photo No. 3-——In the troupe were Oscar, 
Mamie, Elsie-may and clown Edward Delme 


Martinho Li 
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during the 20's 
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circus 
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Two other children were Clarinda and 
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Lowande was on many titles and circus 
programs in the United States. 


Cecil Lowande, later to become a 
headliner, was born at Philadelphia on 
March 12, 1877. He sold papers on the 
street. There was a ring barn for train- 
ing on the home place. In this three 
shows were given each week. Here he 
kad his first training and public appear- 
ance. He was long with the George 
Hannefords. 


Julia Lowande Shipp tells how eight 
cousins rehearsed in that barn. One act 
they learned was a Chinese dance. She 
recalls how she had her knuckles bruised 
in one of these hours of practice and 
went out fighting. 


Photo No. 4—It tells its own story. 


It is related how the family moved to 
Petersburg, Illinois. She did her first 
riding with the A. H, Reed show in 
1892. It opened at Carton, Illinois. It 
is noted that her brother Alexander did 
a tight rope act and that ‘mother was 
along with the boys.’’ 

Several children remained 
at Petersburg in 1893-94. 


Commencing with 1895 through 1900, 
except for ‘96, there was always a Low- 
ande act on the Ringling Bros. Worlds 
Greatest doing principal riding and Mexi- 
can hurdle numbers. 


in school 


In ‘96 they were on Wood Bros. cir- 


cus out of Brighton, lowa. 


Several of the Lowande brothers were 
ambitious to have their own show en- 
route in North America as their father 
had in South America. 


In 1883 Martino Lowande’s Brazilian 
cricus was enroute. Among those in my 
old records were Martino Lowande, owner 
and manager; Performers included Mar- 
tino, bareback rider; William, bareback 
rider; Anthony, somersaulter; Martino, 
Jr., pony rider; Venus, Mrs. Lowande, 
rider; Alexander acrobat; Little Papus, 
acrobat; Alexis Scafer, bounding jockey; 
Ed Libbey, cannon ball catcher; Fran- 
cisco, clown; Pedro Lobano, contortionist; 
Mrs. Lowande, slack wire. 


The following season it was O’Brien, 
Handenberger, Astley 6 Big Railroad 
Circus. It is recorded they had two ad- 
vance cars; one with 16 men and the 
other fully staffed. That year O’Brien 
was manager; Martino Lowande, eques- 
trian director; Mollie Brown, bareback 


rider; Tony, pad rider; Willie L. somer- 
sault rider. 


In 1901 the Lowandes were featured 
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on the Walter L. Main show. In 1902 
some of the members were off the road 
on account of sickness. That was the 
season one branch of the family was 
featured on the Adam Forepaugh & Sells 
Bros. Enormous Shows United and Oscar, 
Sr. received his medal. The circus opened 
in Madison Square Garden April 2-19 
with a night performance; closing at 
New Orleans Nov. 6-19. That engage- 
ment, at Audubon Park, also started with 
a night performance. 


The Campbell Bros. out of Fairbury, 
Nebraska got them in ‘04, ‘05, ‘06, ‘07. 
Mrs. Shipp then recalls they were on the 
Sells-Floto circus with Harry Tammen as 
manager in 1908. On all these shows 
they did a three principal riding act. 


Cecil Lowande was in Panama, Puerto 
Rico and Jamaica with his cousin, Harry 
Lamkin for Ed Shipp during the winter 
of 1908-09. This engagement lasted 10 
weeks. They returned to New Orleans. 
Mrs. Shipp reported they had three 
horses on the tour. 


A Lowande act cpzened with Gollmar 
Bros, out of Baraboo, Wis. in the Spring 
of 1910. 


Jerry Mugivan engaged Lowandes, 
then famous riders, placing them on the 
Howes Great London, Sanger and others 
of his shows between 1911-24. She 
refers to the 1911 Howe show as being 
one with two rings. 


One title in 1913-14 was Sig Sautelle’s 
Nine Big Shows Itd. It was advertised as 
a circus, museum, menagerie. Owners 
were Sig Sautelle, Oscar Lowande and 
Geo. W. Rollins. 


On one page of a highly colored old 
time herald Oscar Lowande is described 
as ‘The most marvelous rider the world 
has ever known; performing all the fam- 
ous feats of equestrianism with a grace 
and ease never before equalled.’’ ’’Oscar 
Lowande, equestrian emperor of the Bra- 
zilian pampas, is the only rider on earth 
who throws a somersault from one horse 
to anather while running tandem at full 
speed.’ 


Also on the herald were advertised 
‘The eight world famous Lowandes in 
their celebrated derby day act exhibiting 
astonishing deeds of acrobatic equestrian- 
ism.’’ It was said to be a spirited, sen- 
sational and dramatic tally-ho act; tri- 
umph of triumphs in equestrian innova- 
tions. 


Old routes show that in 1917 it was 
Sautelle’s & Lowande’s Monster Motor 
Truck circus. It opened at Reading, 
Mass. May 12. The last date shown is 
North Attleboro, Cape Cod, July 30. 


In 1917 there was a Lowande circus 
in Cuba. 


Several Lowande brothers operated 
shows as owners and managers. In this 
they were most successful when operating 
outside the United States. Their fame in 
this cauntry came as riders. 

On looking at old routes it is disclosed 
that in 1913 the Lowande & Robbins 
Circus was in Florida; M. Lowande’s 
World Toured Circus was at Panama City 


Jan. 26-31. Christmas was spent at 
Colon, Panama. 

When _ Sells-Floto played Redlands, 
California, April 7, 1913 newspapers 
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carried stories about the feature act of 
riding being presented by the Lowandes. 


In 1915 on July 3 Tony Lowande’s 
was at Buenos Aires, Brazil, South Amer- 
ica. In the same year Oscar's Great 
Eastern Show toured Atlantic seaboard 
towns. 


In 1916 a riding act presented by 
Oscar, Sr., and family consisting of 
Oscar, Sr., wife Mamie, daughter Elsie- 
May and Oscar, Jr. was on the Hagen- 
beck-Wallace Circus. 


In 1918 Tony Lowande show routed 
in Uruguay. 

People, not experienced in the busi- 
ness, backed with money for Martino 
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Photo No. 5—Pictures speak louder than words, 


Lowande in a circus that went to Puerto 
Rico in 1918. Oscar, Jr. recalls when 
the money was gone and the promoters 
couldn't get along either together or 
apart the show closed. 


Oscar, Sr. spent several years in South 
America with the circus of his brother 
Martino while his family remained at 
home in Reading, Mass. The 1919 routes 
show the Martino show in West Indies, 
Central and South America. 


In May 1920 the Billboard carried a 
story about the return of Oscar, Sr. 
from Puerto Rico, where the Martino 
Lowande circus was doing excellent busi- 
ness. It said he was leaving New York 
for Reading, Massachusetts to prepare 
the Oscar Lowande American circus for 
the road. In October it was reported that 
his show was playing the Cape Cod sec- 
tion to good business. 


Frank Gardner was a well known 
leaper before he went to the West Indies 
and established his own show. 


In the fall of 1920 the title was Low- 
ande and Gardner Circus combined. 
The Billboard had a story that Oscar 
and Alexander gave particulars about 
the new show. It was to leave on a 
Puerto Rican steamer from Brooklyn on 
November 25. The canvas would include, 
besides the big top, equipment for a 
mammoth pit show. Old photos picture 
a long banner fine. There would be 33 
people on the first boat, including a 
10 piece band. More had been engaged 
to follow on a later boat. 

An account in the same paper of 
April 23, 1921 carried a story with a 
picture of the Tony Lowande circus and 
menagerie on a lot in South America. 

The circus was said to be the largest 
show up to that time to play in that 
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country. It was run on the American plan 
and had been on the road 25 consecu- 
tive years, not seasons, without closing. 
Apparently the photo was taken at pa- 
rade time. In front of the big tent stood 
an ornate bandwagon with eight horses 
attached besides camels, elephants and 
many people in line. In 1929 Mrs. Shipp 
wrote '’Anthony Lowande rider and pro- 
prietor is now in Brazil.”’ 

In the April 7, 1923 issue, the Bill- 
board had a story of the cOming soon 
of the new season for Hagenbeck & Wal- 
lace. Cecil Lowande was to be a featured 
rider. 

The Lowande family is not represented 
on circus programs any longer. Oscar's 
mother, known as Mamie in the show 
world and his sister, Elsie-May, reside 
in Reading, Massachusetts. 

An. Aunt Marietta Correia and her 
daughter Ameila live in New York City. 
The husband J. Correia, Sr. was long in 
the Lowanda act. 

Mrs. Correia has a son Anthony Cor- 
reia of Los Angeles and another John 
Edward of Petersburg, IIlionis. 

Julia Lowande Shipp makes her home 
with a daughter, Virginia Shipp, in New 
York. Virginia rode menage, liberty and 
other numbers on the Shipp & Feltus for 
years well known in South America. 

Martino passed away in Cuba some 
years ago. 

Arlado, an adopted son and appren- 
tice, died at the age of 79 years in 
Orange, New Jersey. Another adopted 
son, Willie has passed on. 

Alexander the first died at Port Au 
Prince, Haiti. He left a large plantation 
near Savannah, Georgia. 

Oscar, Sr. passed away in New York 
City about 1956. 

Alexander G. Lowande, who died at 
Los Angeles in 1958, was a bareback 
rider and bounding rope performer in 
his prime. Later he became a dog trainer 
ond knock-about clown. 

The Lowande name has gone down in 
American circus history as a long prom- 
inent family of owners and performers 
that reigned in both North and South 
America for the better part of 150 years. 

There were 17 Lowande descendants 
at one time or another appearing before 
the public as shown by Mrs. Shipp. 

This brief story of the Lowandes show 
that the art of the circus, is in one 
respect, unique in that it is startling 
inheritable. 

A long line of artists, as in the case 
of this family, spring to life from the 
original founder; acrobat upon acrobat, 
rider upon rider, clown upon clown. The 
circus blood flows true for generation 
after generation. This art is handed 
from fathers and mothers to sons and 
daughters. 


OPPORTUNITY 


Herman Sagemuller, Ahlen/Westf., 
Schutzenstr. 28, Germany, is interested 
in corresponding and exchanging circus- 
iana with interested persons in the United 
States. 

Here is an opportunity for some of 
our members to make a friend from 
across the ocean. 
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THE BILLBOARD 


Born 1894 -3- Died 1960 


THE BILLBOARD was founded by W. H. Donaldson and James 
Hennegan in Cincinnati toward the end of the year 1894 under the 
name of Billboard Advertising. 

The magazine started as a monthly, and the first issue contained 
eight pages devoted principally to billposting and poster-printing. As 
the magazine caught on with the outdoor advertising trade, billposters 
began leaving copies around the shops and other employees began read- 
ing the publication. In the summer many of these ‘’knights of the 
brush’ would join out ahead of circuses. Soon the Billboard Advertising 
was found on the advance cars of circuses, and circus agents and ad- 
vance men began to read it. 

Beginning with the issue of July 1, 1897 the name was changed 
from Billboard Advertising to The Billboard. A circus department was 
installed with the last monthly issue of May, 1900, and four days 
later under the name The Billboard it became a weekly. With the addi- 
tion of the circus and a new fair department the circulation leaped 
from the few hundred copies being printed. W. H. Donaldson had now 
assumed full ownership of the publication. He was so encouraged with 
the new interest he decided to break into the theatrical field with the 
paper. So rapid was the growth of the magazine during 1900 that it 
was necessary to arrange with the Cincinnati News Co to distribute 
The Billboard to train agents, and news stands. During the first ten 
years of The Billboard Donaldson continued his connection with the 
Donaldson Lithographing Co. Mr. Donaldson’s one daughter married 
Roger S. Littleford who later became president of the Billboard Pub- 
lishing Co. His sons now operate the company. 

The magazine began publishing circus and wild west show routes 
in 1900. Fifteen different circus routes were listed that year. How- 
ever, in 1901 thirty-seven shows allowed their routes to be listed each 
week. The number of routes listed grew until in 1904 forty-three shows 
were represented, that year being the all time high. In the years near 
th first world war the number of circus routes lessened, dropping to 
around 20. In the year 1928 it jumped to twenty-five. 

On December 29, 1934 a wonderful 40th anniversary issue was 
published containing 322 pages. The full eight pages of the first issue 
were reproduced, and an extensive division was devoted to each depart- 
ment. Interesting information was printed from the files of the maga- 
zine. In the special circus division were such articles as ‘The Passing 
of James A. Bailey,’’ ‘‘“Abandonment of the Parade’ and ‘Origin of 
Circus Tights.” 

This special anniversary issue contained a two page greetings ad 
from the Al G. Barnes Wild Animal Circus, and full page ads for Ring- 
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey, Polack Bros., Tom Mix Circus and 
Wild West. A half page ad hearlded the coming of Cole Bros. World 
Toured Circus. 

The full staff was pictured. Only a few remain with the publish- 
ing company today—-B. A. Burns and Bill Sachs are the only two we 
recognize. CHS member Nat Green was shown under the ‘’department 
editors, ”’ 

In the 1930s the circus department each week contained three 
or four full pages of news. However, from its inception the circus de- 
partment was both informative and newsey. In the spring and early 
summer of each season most shows were reviewed and a full roster 
was listed. 

This information from past issues is the circus historians greatest 
single source for research. A few of our most capable and serious circus 
historians have complete files from the late 189Qs to date. 

In the middle 1940s, Tom Parkinson, a long time circus fan and 
journalism graduate, joined the Billboard staff. Under his leadership 
the circus department renewed its vigor in reporting complete coverage 
of the tented shows. Tom contributed many interesting and factual 
biographies of leading circus personalities. 

On December 31, 1960, after sixty-six years of publication, Old 
Billy Boy folded his tent for the final time. The Billboard is no more. 
The showman’s bible is gone after low these many years. A loss is felt 
down deep in the heart of many a trouper, as well as all of the circus 
buffs, who felt a part of the industry as they read ‘’who was putting 
it up and taking it down in Kankakee or Chillicothe.”’ 


FRED D. PFENING, JR. 
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Circus Wagon History File 


By Joseph T. Bradbury 
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PHOTO NO. 1—Deancing Girls Bandwagon, Sparks Circus, season 1916, somewhere in Georgia. rac Ww 
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phin wagon, a Sparks cage, the old 
Ringling Bros. United States Bandwagon, 
and a couple of choriots were put on 
display at Sarasota quarters as shown 
in photo No. 4. It seems odd indeed 
that the wagon was shown such senti- 
ment not usually found in the Ringling 
management of that time. It is regretted 
that this sentiment didn’t last long, as 
in the late 30’s, all of the Sparks equip- 
ment, baggoge and tableau wagons, 
calliopes —— nothing was spared, was 
burned at Sarasota quarters. This hap- 
pened about the time many other wagons 
were being destroyed in Peru. To this 
day nothing remains of the fine street 
parade wagons that Sparks had in the 
late 20’s that were used in the fine 
parades given for several years after 
most circuses had discontinued this be- 
loved custom. 

Photo No. 2 shows another famous 
parade wagon long associated with the 
Sparks Circus. This wagon is commonly 
called the ‘’Dolphin’’ wagon because of 
its carvings of dolphins, sea serpents, 
or whatever you would call them. The 
wagon was built by Moeller Bros. of 
Baraboa for the Forepaugh-Sells Bros. 
Circus in 1910 and was on that show 
for the 1910 and 1911 seasons. It may 
be remembered that this show did not 
go out in 1908 and 1909 but was stored 
at Ringling quarters in Baraboo, and 
then in 1910 the Ringling management 
put it back on the road for two seasons 
and then closed it for good following the 
1911 season. Evidently the wagon was 
built to replace older equipment. The 
show’s equipment was stored in Baraboo 
following the close and would have been 
available to Sparks from 1912 on, but 
the exact date it did go to Sparks is 
not known, It fails to show in Sparks 
photos [| have seen dated 1915, 1916, 
and 1919, and doesn’t appear until the 
early 20's, however, it could have gotten 
to the show earlier than that. My theory 
is that when Sparks was obtaining bag- 
gage and tableau wagons from Moeller 


PHOTO NO. 3—Sea Serpent Tableau, Cole Bros. 
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PHOTO NO. 4—Porode Wagon Disploy, Sorosoto Quarters mid 1930's. Left to right, Dancing 
Girls Bondwogon, Do!phin Bondwogon, Sporks corner stotue coge wogon. 


Bros. about 1921 that this wagon was 
also purchased from the Ringling inter- 
ests about the same time. Anyway, it 
appears on the Sparks Circus in the 20’s 
being used as the No. 2 bandwagon. 
From then on it follows out the same 
route as does the Dancing Girls wagon 
and was destroyed at the same time. 

Photo No. 3. pictures the tableau 
wagon historians refer to as the “Sea 
Serpent’ tableau. Note the similarity 
of the carvings to that of the Dolphin 
wagon. In late years some have confused 
this wagon with the Dolphin, and al- 
though at a glance they are quite sim- 
ilar, upon closer examination you can 
readily see that two wagons are involved. 
The carvings are quite different and 
one wagon somewhat longer than the 
other. 

The Sea Serpent tableau is said to 
have originated on the John F. Sparks 
Shows in the period 1910-15. Some 
place it on the show as early as 1910 
when Sparks travelled on nine cars, 1 
advance, 2 stocks, 4 flats, and 2 sleep- 
ers. The wagon was built by Sullivan & 


| Collection of Billy Dick 
Cireus, seoson 1929. Spee girls in foreground. 


Eagle of Peru and was probably built 
about the same time as the Sparks steam 
calliop2 mentioned in this column in 
past issue of the Bandwagon. It was used 
for parade purposes and in 1922 served 
as the show’s ticket wagon. The wagon 
was sold to Floyd and Howard King in 
the winter of 1924-25 and in 1925 it 
was used on the King Brothers’ Walter L. 
Main Circus. In 1926 and 1927 it was 
cn the King’s 10 car circus titled Gentry 
Gros. Circus, and in 1928 was on their 
Walter L. Main Circus. The 1928 Main 
show was called Cole Bros. in 1929 and 
1920. The wagon was on the Cole show 
when it went broke Aug. 30, 1930 at 
Scottsville, Ky. The entire show's equip- 
ment was soon acquired by H. C. Ingra- 
ham and Bert Rutherford who had plan- 
ned a bia railroad circus to tour in 193] 
to be called the Ingraham and Ruther- 
ford Circus. The equipment was moved 
to Peoria, Ill. to frame the show, but 
further litigation came up and the Venice 
Transportation Co. of St. Louis, Mo. 
ended up with the property. 

About 1938 the Sea Serpent tableau 
along with the other Cole 1930 property 
was sold to G. W. Christy and moved to 
his quarters in South Houston, Texas. 
Christy never did follow out the rumors 
that he was returning to the road with 
a railroad show. No doubt the big 1938 
recession that cut the country’s five 
railroad circuses down to two in a single 
seascn and knocked off some of the 
leaders of the motorized field, had some- 
thing to do with Christy’s decision not 
to go out. For several years he advertised 
the property for sale as a unit. A carn- 
ival in lowa purchased the Sea Serpent 
wagon, along with two other tableaus 
about 1947, but soon sold them to the 
Chicago Railroad Fair of 1949-50 where 
they were displayed. For many years 
there was a movement within the Circus 
Historical Society to purchase the wagons 
or at least lead them into a good perma- 
nent home. It seemed at one time that 


the Museum of Science and Industry in 


Chicago would get them but that fell 
through. Then about 1953 they were ac- 
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ballyhoo purposes by the local Boy Scout 
council. They are looked after under the 
watchful eyes of good fans and CHS 
members, Bob and Norman Senhauser. 
| trust the wagons are in as good as = ” 
condition as they were when Bob Sen dem, ee 
hauser sent me photos of them in 1953. ; "4 
They had been put into good condition, 
painted, and looked great, and best of 
all no “‘modernization’’ had taken place 
As | wrote and pleaded with Bob then 
and still make the plea today to anyone 
who has custody of any old origina! 
circus wagons with the traditional steel 
tired wheels and old style wagon gears 
‘Don’t ever ‘modernize’ them.’’ To put 
On modern gears, pneumatic tires and 
wheels is to simply ruin them. Then they 
are no more real circus wagons than what 
anyone can rig up with a few pieces of 
plywood, some sponge rubber ‘‘carvings’’ 
and four automobile wheels and tires 
This Sea Serpent wagon is one especially 
dear to the hearts of wagon lovers be- 

se | O > Dest ¢ / KNO dge 
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left the show in 1924 or no doubt would 7 ae 6 tage nape 
have suffered the same fate as the rest Page from an 1884 Currier of The Sells Bros. Circus. Most of the 50 dens were 
of the show. We trust it will be in good obviously cross cages which never-the created an impressively long and good 
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The Circus In Europe Today 


While in Europe in December | was privileged to meet two exceptional 
circus historians. This couple were introduced to me by a Dutch circus writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Baudert live in Amsterdam. They operate a clothing 
store not too far from the center of the city. Mrs. Baudert is a very serious 
collector of circusiana and has an outstanding assortment of material. She 
has a number of programs and other items from the Barnum & Bailey show 
that were used during the five year tour of Europe at the turn of the century. 
She owns the personal collection of Albert Schumann, cne of Europe’s great 
circus owners of the past. 

However the main interest of the Baudert Family is circus photography. 
During the evening spent in their home | looked at hundreds of exceptional 
solon quality prints taken of the outstanding shows touring the continent and 
England. 

| was so impressed by the quality and expressiveness of Mr. Baudert’s 
photography, | asked him to send a selection of his pictures for publication 
in the BANDWAGON. In my judgment this gentleman is one of the very 
top circus photographers in the world. We hope to welcome Mr. and Mrs. 
Hintz H. Baudert as members of the CHS in the near future. 


FRED D. PFENING, JR. 
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The Escalante Circus From Mexico 


By Bob Taber 


There 
of tine 
Arizona 


circus history 
Southwest, principally California 
New Mexic and i 

called Mexican circu 


wa In era in the 
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filled 


later 


when the 
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United States 


Between 
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1910 and the 


came Oo this country from Sout! 
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there 
of the border Mexican parents with their 

They 
family as all 


Their 


tTrictions to 


tolented cnildren hod an entire 


show within the member 


did S veral act were 
small local re 


strict and they pr 


Well known titles 
P Perez 
tierez, El 
Variou: 


these 


spered 


were Escalante Bro 
Soto Rivas Bros Gut 


Modelo and several more 
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American circuses found in 


family shows a source of supply 


for new acts. The Latin-Americans were 


featured on the Al G Russel! 
Bros., Cole Br lO] Ranch Wild West 
Circus, Hagenbeck-Wallace. Dailey Bros 


Clyde Beatty Beatty-Cole 
With the change of times and expen 


sive licenses 


Barnes. 


and later the 


the \ were f reed _‘ tt the 


roagq Resident of Small communitie 
both 


residents lost this form of entertainment 


American and Spanish peaking 


Great Company of Acrobats 


Left to Right — Marcus, 


January-February, 


The Barnum of these wo the Esca 


Bros. show 
There 


brothers 


lante 
blood 


was the 


flesh and 
oldest, 


were three 
Mariano, the 
general 


prime mover: Pete was the 


Marcus was the clown and in 


light plant. All 


agent 
charae of the doubled 


in octs when 


These 
retirement at Los 
When 
think of Escalantes 
first. He was bor af 


ico 81 


Recently in a talk he recalled to me 


necessary 


three brothers are now living in 
Anaeles 

fans of the West 
Marian 
Mex 


senior circus 


they recall 


Zacatecana 


years ag 


how as a boy he and his brothers sold 


religious articles his father had made 
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Soon all interested in stunts of 


who 


became 
the strolling acrobats, passed the 


hat for remuneration 


In school Mariano learned some circus 


tricks that he taught to his younger 
brothers 


His first 


his OWN was in 


endeavor with a circus of 


1909 


a century descendants have toured Nortr 


For more than half 


America as Owners and performers 
In the beginning his show moved via 
roads of 


into the 


ox-cart across the trail-like 
Mexic: The first 


United States was at 


entrance 


Brownsville. Texas 


Vaudeville Acts 


Mariano and Pete Escalante. 
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Oct. 22, 1911 for a 
four of Texas 


three month trial 
The family became home- 
sick, persuading the father to return to 


the old country 


Cn arriving there they found the Mex- 
ican revolution in progress. No one ap 


preciated bullets whizzing overhead. In 
back in the 
1912 at 


the same year 


three weeks the show was 
United States 


Loredo, 


crossing early in 
Texas. Later in 
they played two months on the same lo 


cation in San Antonio. 


With the assistance of his wife, sisters, 
who were dancers and acrobats, and his 
children the show prospered. 


Mariano and his brothers have 


long 
been handy with the needle. They made 


tents 


All these 
the European type. They were one ring 


their own 


shows were patterned on 


atfairs with a stage at the end, where 


the dancing numbers were presented. 


Two or three rows of chairs in circles 
surrounded the ring. These were reserved 
for extra money. Typical blues eight or 


ten high were next to the sidewall. 


A bright red carpet covered the ring 
floor with the initials of the show worked 
out in gold or white. Baskets of paper 


flowers were fastened to the quarter 


poles. On occasions those flowers were 


sprayed with perfume. 
The interior of the tent was decorated 
first 
mination came from gasoline lights, later 
Over the 
strung a row of colored lights 
Before 
gave an outside concert 
The became 
Americanized. In the Billboard for Oct 
16, 1920 a call was 
This 


show had 
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eacn performance the band 


family fast 
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told 
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how the opened at Powell 
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through the 
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It would work state 
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Fresno and Salinas were given 


into Old 


Whether it was a small one pole tent 
with 


fall crops 


as addresses enroute Mexico 


several middle 


They 


Stay in one 


or one pieces it 


That is 
spot SO 
They literally 


drew crowds wild-catted 


the show would 
long as there was business 
milked the field dry. The programs were 


changed several times during the en 


gagement. Only night performances were 
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Some of those with the 1944 Escolonte Circus. 
Front Row -— Chato Escalante, Mrs. Herbie Weber and Herbie Weber. 


and Harry Ross. 


given with an occasional Sunday matinee. 
[| have seen the time when the people 
were sO anxious to patronize the show 
that they would borrow money from the 
grocer for the price of a ticket. This 
was charged to their account with a 
profit for the money lender. 


Little advertising was done in ad- 
vance. Usually the advance would visit 
a community and pass out a few hand- 
bills announcing the coming of the show 
without a certain date. The day of 
arrival and part of the following was 
spent in setting up. News of their ar- 
rival spread fast. About the time the 
men came from work on show day the 
band mounted on a_ truck paraded 
through the settlement, stopping at cen- 
tral spots to play several selections. 
Handbills were passed reading ‘’Hoy’’ 
or ‘‘Esta Noche’’ meaning the show 
would open that night. 


Mr. Escalante still feels, as he did, 
that to have a successful circus one 
should have a good tent, lots of bright 
light and a good band. He recalls that 
in 1916 there were 16 loud-blowing 
musicians in the band. The first calliope 
was delivered to the circus at Las Cruces, 
New Mexico in the summer of 1929. 
With that and his band he paraded in 
Agua Prieta over the border, bringing 
good business that night across the 
International line to his show. 


The show wintered in Los Angeles. 
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Rear Row — Lalo Escalante, Billy Temple 


Here is what was advertised one sea- 
son—AMiss Aurora Escalante, famous jug- 
gler and trapeze performer; Miss Amparo 
Escalante, comic singer and somersault- 
ing performer; Mrs. Rita Oliva, aerial 
performer, equilibrist and Spanish dancer; 
Little Elodia Escalante, singer and dancer; 
Angelita Escalante, contortionist; Mr. P. 


deine Rerer tec et aa 


wn Lae 


Wey wR eee arctan” 


Fermin Oliva, performer on five bars; 
Child Nicolas Escalante in a spscial act 
“round and round;’’ Child Eduardo Es- 
calante, gymnastics; Senor Acevedo, tight 
wire artist; Filomeno Escalante, smallest 
tight wire actor; clowns, Cara Sucia, 
Juanillo and Tonito; Boots the most 
beautiful trained bear; a musical burro; 
educated ponies; the only singing coyote 
in the world; magnificient brass band 
under direction of Jesus Mendoza. 


Pedro Escalante presented the trained 
animals. 

After the brothers became owners of 
property in Los Angeles they made their 
winterquarters there. That city has long 
had a large Mexican population. With 
much good weather they got in some 
extra winter business. The lots were close 
in —— several years they were able to 
get locations near First and Main streets. 


One winter the show advertised in the 
Billboard for ‘‘aerial and ground acts, 
tumblers, a troupe of trained dogs; any 
good act, dumb or that speaks Spanish. 
Need a woman who speaks English and 
Spanish.’ Lee Teller was then the agent. 


On the program were a varied list of 
acts as tumbling, hand balancing, hori- 
zontal bars, aerial numbers. At the con- 
clusion of an act in the ring by the chil- 
dren occuponts in the reserved chairs 
always threw money to them. The talk- 
ing clown was always popular. Dan Rice 
never had more enthusiastic fans. 

The Mexican shows did not carry 
many performing animals of their own. 
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SCRLROTE 
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Herbie Weber revived the Escalante title in 1944. This is the way it looked at 
Los Nietos, California. 
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American show He is 
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everal now re 
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Phil Escalante in the 50‘s 
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show in 
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January 


Escalante Band — Jesus Mendoza, Director. 


1944 Great Flamante 


sh Ww 


Later he had the 
n the road with some of the family 
in acts. He and his wife have been with 
the Beatty-Cole 


billed as the 


Mrs 
of the 


how everal season 


Latinos in a wire act 


Malonga Cline was the youngest 
Escalantes. She and her husband 


were long with Beatty. They now have 
a dog 
Lalo of the 
appearing with hi 
Billy Temple of the 
ending a few 
Phil 
walker 
City 
1940 


Lal hos also Ww 


a pony and elepnant act 


Flying Escalantes is still 


wife an aerialist 
same act had a sad 
years back 


Escalante. the former star wire 
makes headquarters in New Yor 
Angels, the contortionist died in 
rked many seasons on 
the horizontal bars 
Chata 
Herbi« 
singing 
her husband have been doing several act 


on the Beatty Cole 


act and he in his 


known 


better today as Mrs 
Weber, as a girl appeared in 


ind dancing numbers. She and 


show including a wire 
slide from 


billed Q>5 


backward 


the dome of the tent. He i 


Senor Hubert 


Esther formerly a trapeze artist, wh 
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wos featured in her heel swing. is re 


California 


iding in San 


tired and lives at Pico Rivera 


Blanca Escalante. now re: 


Francisc was a tumbler and Singer 


Henry with hi ister Esther did 
double 
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trapeze act 
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While all 


ome particular line 


children were specialists in 
they 


double for 


were able 


when necessary to members 


of the family. 


The show laid off one winter in River 
side. Malonga recalls that it was custo 


mary for her father to give all receipts 
from the first performance of the season 
to the Catholic church. In its travels the 


circus often pitched its tents on church 


property 


Escalante like the Mexican shows of 
today depended much on the circulation 
of handbills for publicity. One of these, 
Bert Daly 
California, is 40 years old. It is 
4 sheet size with plenty of illus- 


One side is 
other in Enalish. 


loaned to me by Hansen of 


City, 
of the 


trations in Spanish and the 


Such well known names as Escalante, 
Guttierez, Velarde Mijares, Gar 
cia. Weber, Soto, Perez have been found 


and some are still on 
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pecial QGircus Menus 


By Fred D. Pfening, Jr. 


An unusual type of circusiana, that 
is not found in many collections, is the 
circus menu issued for special occasions. 


Although | have not made a special 
effort to collect menus, | have nearly 
30 different ones in my collection. They 
range in size and elaborateness, from a 
simple plain sheet printed in black to 
a very fancy folder with an embossed 
cover printed in four colors. 


Two special days account for most 
of the menus issued. The most important 
day was the 4th of July; the other was 
closing day of the season. However, 
special dinners were served at other 
times and a menu was issued to record 
the occasion. One such dinner was given 
by Mrs. William (Cap) Curtis at Vatlejo, 
California, on May 6, 1913. The menu 
was printed to commemorate the special 
day and was titled as follows: 
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Complimentary Dinner 
given by 
Mrs William Curtis 


To Her Lady Associate Members of 
Sells-Floto Circus 


In Honor of Her Thirty-first Birthday 


Dd ed Td i Cel es ed ee | 


The farewell dinner on the closing 
day of the season was a traditional af- 
fair that was looked forward to by all 
show folks. The menu for the farewell 
dinner of the Sells-Floto Circus in 1913 
was printed on a blank route card. Dixie 
Engle was the steward on the show at 
that time and served an extremely fancy 
meal, with a wide selection for each 
course, such as roast young turkey, 
oyster dressing or suckling pig with 
baked apple. 


The folder-type menu sometimes in- 
cluded additional information, somewhat 


along the lines of a season route sheet. 
In 1924 special 4th of July banquet 
menu issued by the Walter L. Main 
Circus carried a large photo of Andrew 
Downie on the cover and listed the of- 
ficial program as well as the staff and 
heads of departments. 


An_ illustrated menu was issued to 
record the luncheon given the CFA in 
1928 by the Miller Bros., 101 Ranch 
Wild West in Philadelphia on May 24. 
The inside has a fine drawing by Karl 
K. Knecht, showing CFA officers in the 
cookhouse with the Miller brothers. The 
main course of this meal was roast 
prime ribs of ‘Famous 101-Sweet Pickle 
Buffalo.’ 


The July 4, 1916, menu of the Whe- 
eler Bros. Enormous Shows was. titled 
‘Hotel de Wheeler Bros.’* and had 
eight pages printed in red and blue. 
Rather than listing show officials names, 
it lists all of the cooks and waiters. 


Perhaps the most elaborate menus 
were published by the Barnum & Bailey 
show. The Independence Day folders 
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were especially fancy, usuolly bound with ribbons or color- 
ful string. The Barnum show menus carried only the listing 
of the order of the day, ond usually did not have additional 
information. An exception to his, however, was the fine 
menu issued to record the closing day on the Advance Car, 
No. 1, in Richmond, Virginia, on Saturday, November 3, 
1906. The inside first page shows the tables set, with 
flowers, ready to serve the crew. It has some interesting 
little notes, interspersed, such as: ‘’Motto—Don’'t leave 
onything for the other guy;’’ ‘’What you can’t cover, con- 
tract;"’ and, lost, but not least, “‘‘’Note—Ask the woiter 
for individual toothpicks and use the paste buckets for 
finger bowls.” The ‘’Publicity Promotors’’ were listed with 
a line odded. An exomple is: R. M. Harvey (generol agent), 
“Who starts the trouble.’’ 

The farewell dinner of the Ringling Bros. Circus held 
on November 6, 1903, wos served in dining cars WASH- 
INGTON and BOSTON. This menu, printed in six colors on 
cardboord, is most elaborote. It lists a number of Frencn 
delicacies, such as Souffle o l'Orange ond Red Snapper a 
la Joinville. 

The only special Thanksgiving Dinner menu | have in 
my collection was published for the odvance Cor No. 2 
of the Sun Bros. World’s Progressive Shows. This one does 
not list the yeor, but lists the winter home locations of the 
full crew. 

The populority of the special menus continued through 
the 1920s and they were issued by the Corporation shows 
as well os those operated by the King Bros. 

In the 1940s the custom of special dinners and printed 
menus was revived by John M. Staley. Mr. Staley’s menu 
for the Cole Bros. Fourth of July dinner in 1949 listed a 
number of songs, which he no doubt played during the 
meal over a public address system. This menu carried a 
note, ‘‘As we celebrate Independence Day, beer is allowed 
at the table’’ — ‘’At no other time will intoxicating liquors 
be ollowed in this Cook House.’” Mr. and Mrs. Staley pro- 
vided cigars for the men ond chocolates for the ladies and 
children to top off the menu that included tenderloin steak. 

In 1948 the Staleys were on the Clyde Beatty show and 
in 1953 on Kelly-Miller. | have menus published by them 
on these shows also. Each has this on the cover, ‘Serving 
good wholesome meals to a swell bunch of show folks.’’ 

Some of the more colorful menu covers are shown in 
the illustrations. 
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The clown fire depart- 
ment act was always a pop- 
ular one. This photo shows 
the joeys of the 1914 Sells- 
Floto Circus, reinacting the 
act in the back yard. The 
act was last used in 1957 


Ringling Barnum 
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SEAT WAGON—Curotor Dr. Chester Hoyt of Sarasota, Florida exhibits the scale model of the folding 
seat wagon invented by Lester Thomas and currently on display ot the Circus Hall of Fame, Thomas has 
presented the model to the local facility for permanent exhibition 


Motlel Seat Wagon Given to Circus Hall of Fame 


The scale model of the first folding-seat circus wagon, made by Lester Thomas in 1947 to sell Ringling Brothers Circus 
officials on the idea, has been presented to the Circus Hall of Fame in Sarasota, Florida, as an additional exhibit. 


The circus adopted Thomas’ idea in 1948. The seat wagon replaced bleachers and grandstands and offered instant mo- 
bility of seating sections by having grandstand flooring and attached chairs which folded against the sides and tops of the wagon. 


The underpart of Thomas’ wagon is utilized for dressing rooms and storage. Each seat wagon included an escape stair- 
way from top to bottom at the rear. This answered one of the hazards discovered at the disastrous Hartford fire when all 


patrons moved to the front and bottom of the bleachers and grandstands. 


Thomas knew his circus when he set out to design the unusual seat wagons. He had been a flyer in the Flying Wards Act, 
among others, and appeared with Sells-Floto, Hagenbeck-Wallace and John Robinson Circuses. 


Now retired, inventor Thomas makes his home in Sarasota. 
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The Al. G. Barnes Electric Bandwagon—1916 


By Frank J. Pouska 


Since my first article on the little known Barnes Electric Bandwagon was published a year ago, | have tried to get a 


of it in actual parade ince the known pictures of it were posed, and ed it in use as a parade feature. 


After reading my article, old reliable Bill Woodcock wrote to me to say he believed he had a photo of this wagon in 


parade at home in Hugo, Oklahoma, but since he was in California with Rudy Br Circus it seemed | was to be foiled again 


But not to be stumped by time | waited till Bill returned to his h at the end of the ison and wrote him again and 


he came up with this phot 


The story of this photo is this; Bill received this photo from a Connie Schilperoot of Allegan, Michigan who either took 
the original picture or acquired it, as it is dated July 14, 1916, Allegan, Michigan. Perusing Barnes route for the year 1916 | 
found the show routed in Michigan for July 12, Coldwater; 13, Three Rivers; 14, Allegan; 15, South Haven so the date on the 


photo is correct and it must be assumed the photo was taken during the parade that day 


Historically | believe this was the first bandwagon built T a otor wered and Mr. Cook who built it at Winter 
quarters the winter of 1915-1916 was quite an original artist. Imagine any of tox torized shows with a downtown bally 


of this kind; it must have been something to see. 


In conclusion | want to give photo credit to Mr. Schilperoot and thank Bill Woodcock for advancing little known circus 


history. 
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Circus Days In Montgomery County 


By Henry K: Hayden 


There always was a clamor for big- 
ness, and the agents who could make 
the most preposterous claims were in 
demand by the circuses to help proclaim 
their real and imaginary attractions. 
But there are circuses content to remain 
small. They are always billed as three 
rings but only once or twice during the 
show do they use them. Most all the 
acts take place in the center ring. The 
days of the big top holding over five 
thousand are gone. First place, the big 
lots are gone in the large cities and 
towns. Almost everyone has a car so 
again it would take a lot twice the size 
of the circus for parking. Then again 
television did not help any. Once you 
have seen it on television most people 
see no reason to go ta the circus. Only 
true circus fans can go every week to 
the same show and enjoy each perform- 
ance but the American Circus will never 
die, why? because each year there are 
over half a million new babies born and 
to the circus they must go ta see lions, 
tigers, elephants, and all other animals. 
Only a few zoos can afford to keep 
them. The small traveling shows are on 
the go working in town under the aus- 
pices of some local organization. This is 
good for the show for under such a set 
up the organization has to supply the 
lot, license, fire protection, and coopera- 
tion of the police. 

So let’s go back to the circus era in 
and around Montgomery County here in 
Pennsylvania. The Barnum Circus and 
the Forepaugh Circus, mostly nineteenth 
century aggregations used to show Norris- 
town, travel in horse drawn wagons over 
the roads, then in the 1880's using rail- 
road trains. 


The shows playing a Monday date al- 
ways let the public in for two shows. 
Sunday the towns people turned out to 
see the unloading and erection of tents 
without the great hustle usually caused 
by one day stands. But there was olways 
trouble even in those days of the great 
circus era. In 1885, Barnum Circus was 
to show Norristown on May fourth. This 
was On a Monday so several Clergymen 
went to Burgess John H. White to en- 
force the strict Sunday observance, want- 
ing them to wait until Monday before 
unloading the train. At this time Barnum 
hod the great ‘Sacred White Elephant,”’ 
so early Sunday Burgess White was on 
the scene himself to view the unloading. 
Of course, throngs of spectators hoping 
to get a look at the elephant free of 
charge, were at Mill Street Station to 
watch the unloadings. By seven o’clock 
all equipment was on the lot at Marshall 
and Stoney Creek. By ten o'clock in the 
morning the tents were unfolded and up. 
The circus had arrived. Burgess White 
stayed on to see there was no disorder. 
This circus came to Norristown at long 
intervals, Such a visit was an outstand- 
ing event in a child’s life so David Scahil, 
a member of school board, on May first 
meeting moved the public schools be 
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closed circus day. His motion carried 
through with only three objections. 

The great street parade on Monday 
was something to see; horses drawing 
beautifully carved circus wagons in 
gaudy colors, wild animals, dozens of 
gold chariots, band music and a herd of 
elephants followed by the steam calliope. 
Then two shows were given in two rings 
and a stage. The circus day was looked 
forward to and long remembered. 


O’Brien’s Circus came to town that 
same season but at a much later date. 
Professor W. W. Dill, a big shot of the 
town and patent medicine manufacturer, 
was leader of Sunday closing endeavor. 
Professor Dill went to the lot and waited 
until several tents were up then with 
action much more vigorous than Burgess 
White warned them if any more were 
erected they would all be arrested. Work 
ceased for the day. 


John O‘Brien was bucking the big 
circus with only one ring. He had a 
wonderful street parade which brought 
the people to the lot. His prices were 
much lower than the big shows; twenty- 
five cents admission to all with free 
admission to the clergy. 


The first time the Barnum Circus 
played Norristown was April 1874. This 
show had played West Chester traveling 
in wagons all the way. Heavy rains had 
soaked the ground for days, the primi- 
tive roads or highways were hub deep in 
mud for all woggons. Getting in late at 
two o'clock, they had to omit the street 


parade. After showing here they left for 
Hazelton only to run into rain all the 
way. Conditions were too bad to show so 
the schedule date was abandoned and 
they returned to New York. 


The next time Barnum Circus hit 
town it was 1907, and the show ground 
was Main and Forrest Avenue. 


When the show was consolidated with 
Ringling Bros. they showed in West Nor- 
riton township May twenty-third, 1924. 
Their train unlooded at Ford and Lafay- 
ette Streets. It was a four mile haul to 
the lot. 


Around 1880 Norristown had a treat 
to see the first electric illumination on 
Cooper, Bailey and Hood Circus. The 
papers played up this as much as the 
wild animals and acrobats. With a twenty 
horse power engine, a forty horse power 
boiler along with two thousand yards of 
insulated wire. Eighteen electric chan- 
deliers served to light the big top. Ail 
this equipment cost fifteen thousand 
dollars. 


Robert S. Hood lived in Norristown at 
1046 DeKalb Street. Later his family 
lived on a farm in Penn Square. The 
show wintered on the Northeast side 
of Germantown Pike from Swede Road 
to Stoney Creek. After eleven years he 
sold his interest in the show to James L. 
Hutchinson. Not too long after it be- 
came part of the Big Barnum Circus. 
Hood died in Norristown at his home 
in 1896. 

On August two, 1880, W. C. Coup’s 
New United Monster Shows played town 
with its new electric light. Also featur- 
ing Ritchell’s Flying Machine. 

On October twelve, 1853, at Swede 
Street about Oak Street, R. Sands and 


Charlie Puck’s Oldtime Circus Photos 


a ‘ % ; 3 MED: 


usks. Al G. Barnes Circus, Culver City, California, January 29, 1924. 
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Co. Circus showed. Their ads promised the court house. Price was twenty-five CORRECTION 


“Brilliant Illumination At Night With cents, children under ten, twelve and one 

A Portable Gas Chandelier.”’ half cents 1 err as made in the captions 

Dan Rice showed at Eschbach’s Hotel Hatboro under pictures > Bradbury’s article in 

Said, = 4 i , the November-December 19 nd- 

Barbadoes and Main Street His pig Adam Forepaugh Ss wintered in WHat 60 Ba 

which he performed with was seized for “ , wagon, on page 4. Photo 3 should have 
: boro in the 60's. In December 186, as 

debts. But later returned by citizens of William Canod alles f +t read Steam calliope, John H. Sparks 

VV i igams e ( aqarian im or : ( 7 

the town who liked the show this aap ; ; gs , Show eason 1911 Photo 4 should 

Dan Rice took these folk for a elephant Romeo, had her out for a walk have r ‘steam calliope Mighty Haag 
) 4 C c ( ‘eo ' Oo ead sTec Cc ) 3. 

his wagon which he owned with a pair when she grabbed him and fell upon her Railroad Shows, season 1909, Nellie King 

of fine matched horses knees killing him. This caused a great Oram 


player 
stir. The people said the elephant had 


Isaac Snacely a town § tobacconist 
opened a small circus and was the circus to be punished so they took her out and 
acrobot under the nome of Professor beat her with clubs and pitchforks keep RECORDINGS 
Leopold. This show played Norristown in ing this up until she squealed thinking 
1903 and 1904 at Franklin Avenue and this would stop the killer instinct in her Member Vincent J. Verdoot of 13245 
went under the name of Leopold’s Great But much to their sorrow she died a Ardmore, Detroit 27, Michigan has made 
Shows. Mammoth Museum and Colossal tew days later from the injuries. The c recording of Circus Music from 1909 
Vaudeville Carnival keeper, Williams, was buried in the Hat to 1917 by Karl King. This will run 8 
General Tom Thumb showed Norris boro Methodist Church yard. To this day hours. Anyone interested contact Vincent 
town on May second and third 1849 at his grave remains unmarked Verdoot 


Chalmer Condon’s Letterhead 


MG 


~ 


oe f 


ka A ND: Da? een 
ROYAL ROMAN [11 PPODROME. 


ye BEST EQUI DE — 


ae CIRCUS 9 


EIGHTH ANNUALTOUR 
BACKED BY UNLIMITED (APITAL. 


This letterhead of J. H. LaPearl Great Railroad Shows was the vintage of 1891. It is 
in four colors red, blue, green and black The title is in blue as well as the word Circus 
Red was used for borders, the equestrienne’s dress, the clown costume and the hippo’s mouth 
The other colors were blended in to make a very attractive and flashy letterhead 


January-February, 1961] 





SCHMITS’ CIRCUS — 1960 


Editor's note: 

Arthur Speltz, one of our younger 
members in the Circus Historical Society 
sent in an ad to be run in the Jan-Feb 
issue Of the Bandwagon including photos 
from various’ circuses He mentions 
Schmit’s Circus, and as neither the Editor 
nor her husband had heard of this we 
wrote to Art inquiring about this circus 


and here is his reply: 


On August 5, 1960, | drove to Clark’s 
Grove, Minn. which is a few miles north 
of Albert Lea. When | reached town, | 
found the show set up in the town par 
After looking around the lot, | found 
out that the show moved on 4 trucks 
They were older models Chevs. They were 
painted red on the bottom half of the 
sides with the upper half painted white 
Most of the trucks (4) had a map of 
Africa in black on the truck sides with 
‘Circus’’ lettered in yellow. The _ four 
small house trailers were the same color 
scheme but were not lettered 


Next | walked up and down the main 
street. The show had most of the stores 
displaying window cards and lithos. These 
were picked up by the show personnel 
later in the day. The whole town seemed 
to be in a circus mood, and the Clark’s 
Grove Business Men‘s Club who sponsor- 
ed the show were very happy with thi: 

When | returned for the evening show 
the only show) | was surprised by the 
large crowd on the small midway and 
around the whole Circus in general 


The Main Entrance to this show was 
truly unique. It was one of the four 
house trailers. It was placed with its 
long side facing the street. This house 
troiler had a circle of electric light 
around the outside of it. Also it adver 
tised the various animals, and the other 
acts in the show. Inside the house trailer 
was fitted out for selling tickets. There 
another door on the far side of 
you could get out 


Once outside of the ticket 
came to the small midway. It 
of a few ball games, one souvenir stand 
and two of the other trucks were fitted 
out as shows. One was a Fun House, the 
other an animal show 


After | walked in the small big top | 
was really surprised by the arrangement 
of things in it. The Show had a respec- 
table number of animals for a small Cir 
cus. In the end of the Big Top they dis 
played their little elephant, lion, bear 
monkeys, snake and ape. The people 
liked the animals and had a qood time 
feeding the elephant 

The show got underway at 8:00 p.m 
lt featured acts such as, tap dancing 
ballet, unicycle, clowns, whip act, jug 
gling. A trained dog was not able to 
take part because of illness. This show 
may not sound like much but the tent 
“Strawed’ with many standing in 
Music was by 


was 
the trailer s 
trailer | 
consisted 


was 
the back 

After the show 
were out selling cotton candy, etc., run 
ning the pit shows on the midway 


records 


show, members of the 


This show is run by the Schmidt family 
of Watertown, South Dakota. There is a 
father, mother, two daughters, two sons. 
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They all take part in the show and help 
set up the tents 


This show has not played around cur 
part of Minnesota for a few years. It 
plays only the smaller towns 


After the night show was 
Started taking down the tent. They re- 
mained in Ciarks Grove all night. Next 
day they moved to Hartland, Minn. about 
10 miles away. They put their tent up 
in the afternoon so there is Only a night 
show. 


over they 


| hope you have enjoyed this article, 
and it you have a chance to se 
tnem, don't miss it 


ARTHUR SPELTZ 
Albert Lea, Minnesota 


ever 


GEORGE E. HOLLAND 


George E. Holland was born April 25 
1875 and died December 17, 1960. He 
was a son of George F. and Kate Holl 
way Holland. His tather was born on a 
farm near Delavan, Wisconsin and be 
came a noted bareback rider and circus 
owner. Kate Holloway was an English 
equestrienne. George t. followed in the 
footsteps of his illustrious parents, be 
coming a performer at the age of thir 
teen. He trouped for the next fifty years 
and came to be known as one of the 
all time great bareback riders. He joined 
the John Robinson Circus in 1889 as 
a center rider, at the age of four 
teen. 


In 1894 Mr 


ring 


Holland met Rose Dock 
rell and married her in 1901 when she 
too, became a featured bareback rider 
on the John Robinson Circus 


The senior Holland, George F., was 
the first man ever to perform a_ back 
ward-forward somersault on a galloping 
horse. (In this feat the rider faces the 
rump and somersaults forward. 
Romeo Sebastian, often credited 
"with being the originator of this act, 
told George E. Holland that he Sebas 
tion, learned the trick from the senior 
Holland. The latter routinely performed 
the backward, the backward-forward, the 
forward-backward, and the forward 
somersault on the backs of galloping 
horses. He and Mr. Stickney, another 
noted rider, became friendly rivals and 
often strove to out-perform each other 
On one occasion they were both playing 
in St Louis when the circus owner 
George E. remembered this to be John 
Robinson but of this he was not sure 
late related the 
incident to us) arranged for a contest 
between them. It announced that 
each would see who could turn the most 
back of a galloping 
before a fall broke the consecu 
tive string of one of them. These were 
not to be porfermed in a single perform 
ance, nor were Holland and Stickney to 
perform simultaneously. Stickney missed 
after 18 somersaults; Holland turned 
44 before he fell. The younger Holland 
George E., turned 56 such somersault 
while playing with the John Robinson 
Circus about 1900 and in the succeeding 
years approached this record on many 
occasions! 


Dockrell’s 


horse Ss 
who is 


when in his yeors re 


was 


somersaults on the 
horse 


Rose father was born in 


lived much of his life in 
our country. He was the equestrian direc 
tor of the Barnum and Bailey Circus at 
varying times for a total of twenty-five 
years, first joining them in 1872. Rose’: 
mother was considered by many critics 
to be the greatest female bareback rider 
ever to grace a circus ring. Many of 
these, among them E. F. Alby, maintain 
that Mme Dockrell was a more talented 
performer than the famous May 
Wirth! The daughter herself 
Q petite, pretty, graceful, talented rider 


After their marriage in 1901 George 
and Rose Holland trouped as a team and 
won many laurels and the plaudits of 
thousands. In 1902 they trouped with 
the John Robinson Circus. In 1903 they 
joined the Walter Main Circus in mid 
season but left before its close becaus« 
they disapproved of some of this Show 
policies. They went to California and 
signed with the Sells Downs Circus for 
the balance of the 1903 season. During 
the next four years (1904 thru 1907 
they featured artists with the Nor 
ris and Thereafter George 
fairs and 


England but 


world 


Rose wos 


were 
Rowe Circus 
and Rose chose to play chiefly 
winter interspersing these dates 
with vaudeville appearances. They play 
ed the famous New York Hippodrome 
the season of 1913-14. In 1933 
1934 they trouped with the Seils-Sterling 
Circus out of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and 
in 1935 were with Jack Hoxsey. The 
following season they went out with the 
Frank Hall Circus. The Hollands. with 
a trunkfull of tributes and myriads of 
memories of brilliant successes, closed 
their career with the St. Louis Police 
Circus in 1937. returned to their farm 
near Delavan, Wisconsin. and _ shortly 
bought a pleasant home in nearby Darien 
Rose still this 


shows 


ond 


lives in home 


FAYE O. BRAATHEN 


A TRIBUTE TO GEORGE E. HOLLAND 


We first met George Holland 
in 1948. That year marked the centen 
nial of Wisconsin statehood. We had 
sought to persuade the Ringling-Barnum 
Circus to play Delavan that summer 
This small but beautiful city in southerr 
Wisconsin was at one time the circu 
capital of this country. In 1847. the 
Maybie Circus chose it as their 
quarters, and 
shows did likewise. For 
decades virtually 
community 
directly connected 
of these circuses 


The 
they could not hazard to play so 
ag community, so we prevailed upon Mr 
Zack Terrell to arrange for his Cole 
Bros. Circus to play the date. The citi 
zens of Delavan were delighted 
went all out to cooperate in this venture 
In store there lavish dis 
plays of circusiana, with George and R: 
Holland probably c ntributing more item 
than anyone else. Desiring to 
perchance they would be interested in 
disposing of their collection, we con 
tacted the Hollands. There followed a 
delightful friendship. We have spent 


and Rose 


winter 
several other 
three or four 
resident of this 
directly or in 
another 


thereafter 


every 
was either 


with one or 


Ringling-Barnum executives felt 


smal! 


and 


windows were 


learn if 


The 


BANDWAGON 


















many happy hours in their home and 


nave at enthralled } George has re 
lated incident f hi fifty years of 
trouping a ) headline attraction with 
circuses and fairs and in vaudeville 

George Holland wa 1 man of rare 
integrity, | essed f aq wonderfully 
retentive memory ind a splendid sense 

f fair play He would never belittle 


tellow performer but he would frankly 


expre hi pinion as t the relative 
merit f the talent ind artistry f 
various individual whom he had seen 
perform luring | caree f halt 
century Borr nt 1 TomMmou ircu ram 
ily and married int yet another and 
living hi ntire life in ¢ mmunity rici 
in circus history. Georg was naturally 
teeped in the lore f Spangleland. To 
pend sunday with him wa t ter 
mn to a magic carpet for a few hours 


to be thus tran 
orted bock thru the year n many 


} 
happy casion For thi ind the friend 


hip tf Georas ind Rose Holland we 


holl be forever 


We hall always cherish the memory 
of George telling us of their last appear- 


jratetul 


once It wos in 1937 with the Police 
Circus in ot Loui Ge roe o tear in hi 
voice and dew in his eves Aid ‘| can 
till see u is we followed our horse 
from the ring and down the hipp drome 
track itter that Tinal perTormance 
remarkea ft my k f ) | watched the 
nodding trich plumes and the glitterir 
rhinestone in Our horse harne ‘Thi 
is the end, k ‘ You and |! are throuat 
trouping forever Then mindful f 
ni emotion-ftilled VOICE na ni Té 
bedewed ey ne turned to u ind 1d 
lt w when | made that remark t 
my | 

VERRI r f E BRAATHEN 

honuoar' Ae 


“THE CIRCUS PARADE” 


The Circus Parad: is now in Winter 
quarters at the Shelburne 


Shelburne Vermont. The Circus Parade 


new and permanent home will be 
building of horseshoe shape with a four 
hundred and ixty-four foot arc. The 
exhibit will be enca 1 in 10 Ind i 
humidified 

The qrounds wer broken last fall 
the keystone arch in place, the con 
crete floor set ind the building i now 
under construction If plan ire com 
pleted on scnedul the exhibit will bs 
pened t the publi metime during 
the I96]1 se n. You will be notified of 
the pening 

The Museum vers forty acre witt 
twenty-eight Durlding ma the c 
Ticonder liready n the ite it | t 
exclusive charitable equcationa ond 


non-profit membership corporation dedi 
cated to tne preservation T ur Ameri 


can Heritaaqe T ee the entire Museum 


requires a minimum of several hours an 
visitor re encouraged t pend ar 
entire 10\y viewInag if collection t 
collection 

The Museum i pen daily from late 
May through early October each ye 
Shelburne. Vermont, | n Route 7 about 


f Burlinaton. Vermont 


ix mile uth 





January-February, 





Museum in 


1961 


DUES RAISED 


f the members of The 

Circus Historical Society, the An 
nual Due will be Five D lar: Q 
beginning May | 1961 A 

1} of 539 (YES-| do mean 539 
member were sent ballot There 
4\/7 | returned, listed as 


in) Foy r 


of returned 


iitere 


« 


witn the gqreat 
numt mr that were re 
turned, and a taking it for grant 

122 members who did 


favor of the change 


ROBERT C 


KING. Treas. 


COLLEGE TO CIRCUS 
Charles Boas, CHS member of Okem 


Michigan has been given a lot of pub 
licity lately. The reason for this is that 
he ha lecidead t give up Cc lle ge teach 
ina for the life f circus clown 

Charles all the luck in th 
worid ind think he ha helped build up 


tne tandard of the circu by his de 


V Ny { wi } 


WANTED ! 


Letterhead any Circus prior t 
1935. Any amount, One or Fifty. Fancie 
Only 

W. T. Roer 1838 East 42nd Street 
Minneapol: Minnesota 





FREDDIE DAW’S 

THREE RING LETTER 

NEXT ISSUE. T’WAS 
HOSPITAL TIME AGAIN. 
HOME AND WELL ONCE MORE. 








MODERN CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Cristiani Bros., Clyde Beatty-Cole 
Bros., Hagen Bros., Beers - Barnes, Car- 
son & Barnes. 


FREE LIST 


H. GANIARD 
CLARKLAKE, MICHIGAN 





waukee 
lished a new book, 


“THE CIRCUS” 


Ideals Publishing Company, of Mil- 


Wisconsin, have recently pub 
‘The Circus.’’ 


This is very similar to ‘’Circus Ideals’’ 
oublished by the same company in 195] 
New material, however, is included 
this book. The pictures and the story 
matter has a very nostalgic effect upon 


circus fan, and we feel that it 


very good addition to your collection. 


Your local book dealer will soon have 


book available 


AL G. KELLY 


AND 


MILLER BROS. 
CIRCUS 


1960 SEASON 
ROUTE BOOK 








TOGETHER WITH — 


Complete Roster 
Pages of Photos 
Data and Other Details 
Plus Routes for 1958-59 


ALL NEW AND 
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT 


$2.00 POSTPAID 
Cash - Check - Money Order 





TO 


ROUTE BOOK 


ACME PRINTING CO. 


HUGO, OKLAHOMA 





EXCLUSIVE PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE H. C. INGRAHAM ARCHIVE 


8’*x 10° Glossy Black and White Photographs of the Monument Erected in Memory of Tom 
Mix on the Spot Where He Was Killed at Florence, Arizona, October 12, 1940 


Full Monument $2.00 - 


Bronze Plaque and Base $2.00 


16 SELECTIONS OF 8’’x 10° GLOSSY BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS OF OIL PAINT- 
INGS BY WILLIAM H. HUMPHREY, T 


at Jrasot 


ry v¥ i 4 4 i jul 4 ' 
] Lou Jacol re m t oh T oh Iphed na 


) 


gorqgeou rand \try bonne Ni “ Main tntrance 


and the Side S 
ior of the Menage 
é d\ for the ge ) 
10 The Tw ) 
‘Spec’’ elephant 
Some of the many 
| 


r 4 - 
car n ie winter trorage track 
t , > 


iawn tor tne pening 


ed anim 
t hbetore 
elephants do their part in helping 


ready to star 
Ni 16 The 
Per Photograph by Number — $2.00. 


ALENTED YOUNG ARTIST. 


s.-Barnum & Bailey Circus The Greatest 


1942 and 1943 Four years in the makina 

wn in the world (thanks to Roland Butler) holding 
The Greatest Show on Earth;’’ No. 3—The Big Top up 
the artist, face to face; No. 5—Part of the Inter 


the Menagerie Tent Ni 7—Flats loaded, 
9—-The two largest ‘’Bulls’’ out of 56: No 
exhibit at the Circus Museum in Sarasota: No 1 | 
12—-One of the Famous Bandwagons; No 
Some of the horse and other four 
aded in the stillness of the night and 
Ma n Square Garden, in New York City 

end ft the season f 1942 


Entire Selection of sixteen — $27.50. 


HERALDS, PROGRAMS, PRESS AGENT BOUND VOLUMES, DODGERS—of the following cir- 
cuses for 1930's and 1940's: Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Circus, Cole Bros. Circus, Clyde 
Beatty Circus, Robbins Bros. Circus, Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Real Wild West Show, King Bros. 


Circus. $1.00 EACH. 
INGRAHAM 


H. C. 
322 West Fifth Street 


35mm CIRCUS SLIDES 


Offering new sets of slides in color— 


CRISTIANI, MILLS, HAGEN (all 1960) 
CIRCUS KRONE (1959) 
LOYAL REPENSKY (1954) 

COLE BROS. (1949) 
KING-CRISTIANI (1952) 
RAZZORE CIRCUS (1953) 

SANTOS Y ARTIGAS (1951) 
CIRCUS WORLD MUSEUM (1960) 


OLD-TIME CIRCUS WAGONS, TITLES, 
etc. 


Send 25¢ for price list and sample slide. 


AL HALPERN 


3210 Eisenhower Dr. McKEESPORT, PA. 


OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY 


CARNIVAL AND 
CIRCUS PHOTOS 


Featuring sets on Cristiani, Hunt, 
Mills, Ringling, Adams, Jay Gould, 
Schmits and others. Also sets on Wm 
T. Collins Shows, Sunset Amusements, 
Art B. Thomas Shows, and Royal Amer- 
ican & Olson Shows. 


BIG FREE LIST & SAMPLE PHOTO 25¢ 


SPECIAL OFFER 


17 Photos of King Bros. Circus (1960) 
and Photo Lists — $2.65. 


ART SPELTZ 


505 Albert Lea St. ALBERT LEA, MINN. 





